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AMPHIBIANS

AM'NESTY, a term used in describing the
action of a government in pardoning those
who have conspired against it, or otherwise
violated its laws. During the Civil War
President Lincoln issued a proclamation of
amnesty, in which full pardon was offered to
those secessionists who would swear alle-
giance to the United States government. A
general amnesty was proclaimed after the
war by President Johnson. As generally
understood, amnesty refers to the forgive-
ness of large numbers collectively, while
pardon refers to the forgiveness of an indi-
vidual.

AMOEBA, a me'liah, the typical example
of one-celled animals. The amoeba is found
in stagnant water, where it clings to weeds,
dead leaves and other objects under the sur-
face. It cannot be seen with the naked eye,
as it rarely becomes more than 1/100 of an
inch in diameter. It appears like a shapeless
blob of jelly, and is in reality a cell of pro-
toplasm (see PROTOPLASM). The central
part of the amoeba is semi-transparent and
resembles ground glass in appearance.
Around the outer edge is a border of per-
fectly transparent and colorless substance.
Within the granular part may be seen a small
brown mass which is a little darker than the
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Showing- six stages in the process of
reproduction.

rest and is called the nucleus. Another little
structure in the granular part is a clear,
rounded space which disappears periodically
with a sudden contraction and then slowly
reappears.

Under the microscope the amoeba is seen
to change its form frequently by sending out
little finger-like processes called pseudo-

podia. This process starts as a little pimple-
like elevation which grows in size as the body
flows toward it. Of course the volume of
the amoeba is not changed, and whatever is
protruded from one part of the body must be
withdrawn from another. Whenever one of
these pseudopodia comes in contact with
anything digestible, the amoeba flows around
it and is capable of digesting the food as
though a special stomach had been impro-
vised. When the process of digestion is
over, the waste matter is pushed through the
side opposite to that on which it entered.
Amoebas are reproduced by the simple
process of division; a line forms through the
nucleus and through the protoplasm, a single
amoeba becoming two.
A'MOS, one of the minor Hebrew proph-
ets and supposed author of the book which
bears his name. He was a herdsman and
prophesied, it is supposed, about 760 B, c.
His prophecies were directed against the
idolatrous nations around him, and against
the Jews themselves for their idolatry. His
writings, which are marvels of clearness and
of vigor, were edited at a period long after
his death.
AMOY', CHINA, a seaport town situated
nearly opposite the center of the island of
Formosa, on the south end of the island of
Amoy. It is at the mouth of two united
rivers, and its harbor is one of the best on
the Pacific. The imports are cotton, opium,
metals, clocks, indigo and grain, and the ex-
ports are tea, camphor, sugar, earthenware
and paper. The town was captured by the
British in 1841, and by the Treaty of Nanking
in 1842 this port was opened to their trade.
Population, 1931, 234,159.
AMPERE, ahNpare', ASTDKI^ MARIE
(1775-1836), a French scientist and mathe-
matician, famed especially for his discover-
ies in electricity. He was born at Lyons.
In 1801 he became professor of physics in
the central school of the department of Ain
at Bourg. Later he went to Paris, where he
acquired a wide reputation as a teacher in
the polytechnic school. In 1824 he was ap-
pointed professor of experimental physics
in the College de France. Ampere origi-
nated the theory that magnetism and elec-
tricity are identical, and the ampere, an
electrical unit, is named for him. See
ELECTEICITY,
AMPHIBIANS, amfib'eanz, a class of
vertebrate animals which in their early life